


	Beckbury parish council Meeting minutes

	Location:
	Beckbury Village Hall

	Date:
	4 March 2026

	Time:
	19:30

	Chair:
	David Cummings (DC)

	Present:
	Peter Hopkins (PH)
Natalie Kerr (NK)
Heather Thomas (HT)
Matt Wild (MW)
Georgina Porter, Clerk (GP)

	



Public Participation
The meeting was attended by the Rev Harvey Gibbons who was welcomed to the village by the Parish Council.  He stayed for the duration of the council meeting.

Apologies
	Peter Gibbins (PG), but had left notes to be tabled at the meeting; Phil Taylor (PT)

Declarations of Interest 
None 

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting on 7 January 2026 were approved by the Parish Council. There were no actions arising from the minutes.
Beckbury Parish Plan
HT reported that about 40% of the questionnaires had been returned, with more still being received, which was a satisfactory result. PG and HT would analyse the results prior to a meeting of the sub committee before the next Parish Council meeting.

Playing Field 
PG had flagged in his notes that evening practice from the Albrighton FC would start again in April. The old goal posts are still stored on the playing field and PG has notified the owner, Gary Welburn that the Parish Council would need to get them scrapped if he does not remove them. PG also reminded the Parish Council that the annual inspection for the play equipment was due.
Action PG/GP to arrange inspection by Playdale


7.Allotments
	GP reported that after liaising with Tom Spickernell, Chris Lloyd had presented the outstanding rent to GP which had now been deposited in the Parish Council account.  GP also reported that she had not yet received any response from Shropshire Council Revenues and Benefits department as to where the payment should be directed.  Agreed GP should send a cheque by recorded delivery to SC Revenues with a covering letter outlining the reason for the payment. Action GP
8. Planning Applications
	GP reported that an enforcement notice had been issued on land west of Ryton Road.
9. Village Maintenance
a) Lighting: DC will report at the next meeting on alternatives to E-on when the contract is up for renewal in May. 
Action DC to review and report back to the council at the May meeting
b) GP referred to her earlier email on the quotation for replacement light at the start of Higford Lane. Agreed to accept the quote. 
Action GP to contact and approve the work with E-on
c) 	Gullies: PG noted that some responses to the Parish Plan questionnaire had identified the 	poor state of the gullies throughout the village. He was in favour of paying for this to be 	carried out privately.  There was discussion and it was considered that the only very poor 	area was opposite the shop and hill on the Badger Road. GP reported that the FixMyStreet 	website still flagged up that SC had this work on their rota. It was agreed that it would be 	posted on FixMyStreet again, stressing the dangers to the community of blocked drains and 	slippery pavements.
	Action: GP to raise on FixMyStreet
10. Beckbury Shop. 
There have been recent occasions when the shop had to close for lack of volunteers. All councillors agreed the shop was an extremely valuable asset to the community.
Action All councillors to use their best endeavours to promote and encourage volunteering .
11. Beckbury Village Hall  
MW reported no outstanding issues.
12. Beckbury School House     
PH reported that the tenancy was now vacant, to be addressed by the Church and school governors.
13. Clerk’s report
	Circulated prior to the meeting to the Parish Council
13 A. Finance 
1. Bank account balances as at 28 February 2026
· 95 Day notice A/C : £10,058.48
· Current A/C: £9,378.90

2. Payments for approval
· West Mercia Energy: ongoing
· RGGroundcare Ltd grass cutting for new season, ongoing
· E.on Quote for lantern replacement Higford Lane £311.40 +VAT
· Clerk salary Q4 £500 due 31 March 2026
· HMRC tax: tbc but around  £500 pa x 2 years in April 2026
These payments were approved.
13 B. Administration
	1. Shropshire Council Information
	Assertion 10 requirements for 2026/7 AGAR requirements.  There is now a requirement for parish councils to have a ‘gov.uk’ email address for the parish.  NALC has forwarded an offer from Parish Online, a registered ‘Community Interest’ Company to set up compliant email 	addresses without charge. 
Agreed: that we register for the email address beckburyparishcouncil@gov.uk via Parish Online.
Action GP to register.

14 Other matters
	Best Kept Village
	HT reported on the item in the recently circulated SALC newsletter. She felt that taking part in this competition would generate positive social interest in the village. 
	Agreed: the Parish Council would be supportive if there was general interest in the village to take part. 
	
	Action: HT to add an item to the newsletter to gauge public interest

17. Next Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 6 May 2026 at 19:30 in Beckbury Village Hall, immediately followed by the meeting of the Parish Council
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